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The take up of school meals had shown a 


























Belfast	Board 5,227 5,507 5,715 5,394 5,944
North	Eastern	Board 5,592 6,814 6,060 6,523 7,438
South	Eastern	Board 4,259 4,259 3,839 3,407 3,889
Southern	Board 6,038 6,152 6,604 6,677 7,578
Western	Board 6,606 6,436 6,744 7,272 7,738
TOTAL	FOR	BOARDS 27,722 29,168 28,962 29,273 32,587
Grant	Maintained	Integrated 1,409 1,447 1,497 1,627 1,164
Voluntary	Grammar 2,265 2,370 2,444 2,461 2,501






























The introduction of compulsory nutritional 































Belfast	Board 50.8 51.5 49.2 51.2 48.9 48.3 50.4
North	Eastern	Board 48.8 47.7 45.1 43.7 43.3 44.2 44.5
South	Eastern	Board 46.8 44.8 41.7 40.9 39.8 38.9 41.4
Southern	Board 61.1 60.7 59.7 59.2 58.7 57.0 58.2
Western	Board 66.4 65.7 63.4 62.3 61.2 62.2 63.9
Voluntary	Grammar	 53.7 54.7 54.5 55.2 55.2 54.7 55.2
Grant	Maintained	Integrated	 62.3 60.0 54.5 57.5 58.7 57.6 59.3

























































































1.11	 The	School Food: Top Marks	programme	
was	launched	in	2009	and	supersedes	





























































Are all schools now complying with the Nutritional 
Standards?
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Schools are moving towards meeting the 








































































































Recent research confirms that there is still 


































































“...the monitoring of nutritional standards 




































































Additional funding has been provided for 













































Belfast 359 34 58 451
North	Eastern 424 34 107 565
South	Eastern 400 34 80 514
Southern 602 34 107 743
Western 747 34 94 875
TOTAL 2,532 170 446 3,148
Source: Department
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An overall Food in Schools policy should 







taskforce	“Fit Futures: Focus on Food, 




















































































It is important to develop a whole school 






























































We found some good practice examples of a 


































































Each school should have a whole school 








































































have	recommended	that	“there is a need 
to ensure that commitments to sustaining 
the good policies, practices and lessons 
learned are encouraged, supported 
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that	“a coordinated approach, using 
examples of best practice can lead to 
standardisation of approach between 
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Figure 4: Composition of the average cost of a 
primary school meal as at March 2009




















































































































Note: The prices shown above are those for a traditional two course meal















































Source: NIAO analysis of available data






















































































Improving the lunchtime experience for 

























































































































































































An initiative was launched to target families 















































































“…at the very least…recommended a 
degree of subsidy be provided to bring 



























There may be a case for restricting the 



































Improved marketing of school meals is a key 




























































concluded	that	“a core element of the 
success criteria for the implementation of 
the nutritional standards is in engaging 















































































Appropriate performance indicators and 














































Targets should be set for increasing the 
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Appendix 1: Nutritional Standards
(paragraph 1.9)
THE NUTRITIONAL STANDARDS FOR SCHOOL LUNCHES











































Nursery Primary and post-primary
























Appendix 1: Nutritional Standards
(paragraph 1.9)



















































































































































Appendix 1: Nutritional Standards
(paragraph 1.9)
THE NUTRITIONAL STANDARDS FOR OTHER 








Standard 2: Cakes and biscuits
No	cakes	and	biscuits.
Standard 3: Savoury snacks
No	savoury	snacks	other	than	nuts*	and	seeds	
(without	added	salt	or	sugar)	should	be	sold.





















































Appendix 2: Sample Menu for a Cash Cafeteria following 
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